
Total Quality of Life Impressions 

TOTAL IMPRESSIONS:  2,747,157,642 

Local/National Press 

Outlet Date Impressions 

Forbes: Mayor de Blasio should police, not destroy, 

Times Square's pedestrian plaza  8/22/2015 49,838,408 

Huffington Post: Bank executive arrested in scuffle 

with topless Times Square performers  9/4/2015 49,656,297 

Huffington Post: Topless painted ‘angel’ of Times 

Square: ‘they’re just boobs, they don’t shoot bullets’  9/1/2015 49,656,297 

Huffington Post: A sustainable city would continue to 

keep cars out of Times Square  8/24/2015 49,656,297 

Huffington Post: The Obstacles To De Blasio's 

Crackdown On Topless Women In Times Square  8/24/2015 49,656,297 

CNN: Topless women, costumed characters stir talk of 

Times Square reform  8/25/2015 42,942,770 

CNN: Should topless women be banned in Times 

Square?  8/23/2015 42,942,770 

Washington Times: Mammary menace in Manhattan  8/25/2015 29,172,575 

Washington Post: New York City’s bizarre uproar over 

topless women 8/24/2015 29,172,575 

Washington Post: Can New York ban commercial 
toplessness in Times Square? 8/24/2015 29,172,575 

Washington Post: New York's terrible idea for how to 

get rid of topless panhandlers in Times Square  8/21/2015 29,172,575 

Washington Post  8/20/2015 29,172,575 

Washington Times 8/20/2015 29,172,575 

USA Today: Topless in Times Square  8/31/2015 29,088,732 

USA Today 8/19/2015 29,088,732 

FOX News: Times Square 'painted lady' busted on 

prostitution charge  9/4/2015 23,352,941 

The New York Times: As the complaint box fills, 

Mayor de Blasio adopts a Mr. Fix-It approach  9/8/2015 22,019,318 

The New York Times: Topless women in Times Square  8/30/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: New York Police Dept. Creates Unit 

to Monitor Times Square Issues  8/26/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: Debating value of pedestrian plazas 

beyond New York City 8/24/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: New York Today: Transforming 

Times Square  8/24/2015 22,019,318 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/scottbeyer/2015/08/22/mayor-de-blasio-should-police-not-destroy-times-squares-pedestrian-plaza/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/scottbeyer/2015/08/22/mayor-de-blasio-should-police-not-destroy-times-squares-pedestrian-plaza/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/lourdes-carrasquillo-mark-walters-arrest_55e9ab03e4b002d5c075c158
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/lourdes-carrasquillo-mark-walters-arrest_55e9ab03e4b002d5c075c158
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sandi-bachom/the-hypocrisy-of-boobs-ma_b_8031110.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sandi-bachom/the-hypocrisy-of-boobs-ma_b_8031110.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steven-cohen/a-sustainable-city-would_b_8030772.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steven-cohen/a-sustainable-city-would_b_8030772.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/de-blasio-topless-women-times-square_55d79368e4b08cd3359c3235
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/de-blasio-topless-women-times-square_55d79368e4b08cd3359c3235
http://www.cnn.com/2015/08/25/travel/times-square-costumed-characters-topless-women/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/08/25/travel/times-square-costumed-characters-topless-women/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/08/23/opinions/louis-times-square-naked-women/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/08/23/opinions/louis-times-square-naked-women/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/aug/25/editorial-mammary-menace-in-manhattan/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/new-york-citys-topless-blight/2015/08/24/bd624ec0-4a9a-11e5-8ab4-c73967a143d3_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/new-york-citys-topless-blight/2015/08/24/bd624ec0-4a9a-11e5-8ab4-c73967a143d3_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/volokh-conspiracy/wp/2015/08/24/can-new-york-ban-commercial-toplessness-in-times-square/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/volokh-conspiracy/wp/2015/08/24/can-new-york-ban-commercial-toplessness-in-times-square/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonkblog/wp/2015/08/21/new-yorks-terrible-idea-for-how-to-get-rid-of-topless-panhandlers-in-times-square/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonkblog/wp/2015/08/21/new-yorks-terrible-idea-for-how-to-get-rid-of-topless-panhandlers-in-times-square/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/08/20/why-ny-governor-wants-times-square-women-to-put-some-clothes-on/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/aug/20/bill-de-blasio-bill-bratton-seek-to-stop-times-squ/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2015/08/31/topless-times-square-protest-column/71461544/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2015/08/19/gov-cuomo-time-squares-topless-women-breaking-law/31989525/
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2015/09/04/times-square-painted-lady-busted-on-prostition-charge/
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2015/09/04/times-square-painted-lady-busted-on-prostition-charge/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/08/nyregion/as-the-complaint-box-fills-mayor-de-blasio-adopts-a-mr-fix-it-approach.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/08/nyregion/as-the-complaint-box-fills-mayor-de-blasio-adopts-a-mr-fix-it-approach.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/30/opinion/topless-women-in-times-square.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/27/nyregion/new-york-police-dept-creates-unit-to-monitor-times-square-issues.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/27/nyregion/new-york-police-dept-creates-unit-to-monitor-times-square-issues.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/24/nyregion/debating-value-of-pedestrian-plazas-beyond-new-york-city.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/24/nyregion/debating-value-of-pedestrian-plazas-beyond-new-york-city.html
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/08/24/new-york-today-change-with-the-times/
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/08/24/new-york-today-change-with-the-times/


New York Times: Times Square painted ladies take a 

pause  8/22/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: Challenging Mayor de Blasio Over 

Times Square Plazas  8/21/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: Shirtless bodies in pointless Times 

Square war  8/21/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times  8/20/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: Mayor de Blasio Raises Prospect of 

Removing Times Square Pedestrian Plazas  8/20/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: Topless in Times Square: A Legal 

View  8/20/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: The Painted Ladies of Times Square 

Are Part of an Old New York Tradition  8/20/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: After Friction, Renewed Zen for de 

Blasio  8/19/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: Times Square’s Topless Women 

Should Be Regulated, Mayor Says  8/18/2015 22,019,318 

New York Times: The Desnudas of Times Square, 

Topless but for the Paint  8/14/2015 22,019,318 

Bloomberg: Beyond the topless, Times Square’s very 

success breeds  9/2/2015 21,201,677 

Bloomberg 8/20/2015 21,201,677 

Bloomberg 8/18/2015 21,201,677 

TIME  8/20/2015 20,806,012 

The Indianapolis Star: Billboard or public art? A look at 

the Mass. Ave ‘digital canvas’ proposal  8/30/2015 18,326,761 

CNN Money: NYPD to Disney and Marvel: Get 

Minnie Mouse and Spider Man out of Times Square  8/28/2015 18,326,761 

Wall Street Journal: Policing 'awful but lawful' Times 

Square panhandling 9/4/2015 17,026,886 

Wall Street Journal: De Blasio Hits a Few Bumps on 

Transportation Issues  8/27/2015 17,026,886 

Wall Street Journal: NYC mayor Bill de Blasio 

appoints second panel on panhandling  8/26/2015 17,026,886 

Wall Street Journal: At Times Square, Fewer Traffic 

Injuries 8/24/2015 17,026,886 

Wall Street Journal: Mayor de Blasio, hands off Times 

Square  8/24/2015 17,026,886 

Wall Street Journal: Are Topless Panhandlers Covered 

by the First Amendment?  8/21/2015 17,026,886 

Wall Street Journal: Times Squalid  8/21/2015 17,026,886 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/22/nyregion/times-square-painted-ladies-take-a-pause.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/22/nyregion/times-square-painted-ladies-take-a-pause.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/22/arts/design/challenging-mayor-de-blasio-over-times-square-plazas.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/22/arts/design/challenging-mayor-de-blasio-over-times-square-plazas.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/22/opinion/shirtless-bodies-in-pointless-times-square-war.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/22/opinion/shirtless-bodies-in-pointless-times-square-war.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/20/nyregion/cuomo-joins-call-to-curb-nearly-nudes-in-times-sq.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/21/nyregion/mayor-de-blasio-raises-prospect-of-removing-times-square-pedestrian-plazas.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/21/nyregion/mayor-de-blasio-raises-prospect-of-removing-times-square-pedestrian-plazas.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/21/nyregion/topless-in-times-square-a-legal-view.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/21/nyregion/topless-in-times-square-a-legal-view.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/23/nyregion/the-painted-ladies-of-times-square-are-part-of-an-old-new-york-tradition.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/23/nyregion/the-painted-ladies-of-times-square-are-part-of-an-old-new-york-tradition.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/19/nyregion/after-friction-renewed-zen-for-de-blasio.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/19/nyregion/after-friction-renewed-zen-for-de-blasio.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/19/nyregion/times-squares-topless-women-should-be-regulated-mayor-says.html?_r=0&gwh=732BECFAF05181CECE93176C94CE855C&gwt=pay&assetType=nyt_now
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/19/nyregion/times-squares-topless-women-should-be-regulated-mayor-says.html?_r=0&gwh=732BECFAF05181CECE93176C94CE855C&gwt=pay&assetType=nyt_now
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/16/nyregion/the-desnudas-of-times-square-topless-but-for-the-paint.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/16/nyregion/the-desnudas-of-times-square-topless-but-for-the-paint.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2015-09-02/beyond-the-topless-times-square-s-very-success-breeds-hassles
http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2015-09-02/beyond-the-topless-times-square-s-very-success-breeds-hassles
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-08-20/de-blasio-may-rid-times-square-of-plaza-to-thwart-panhandlers
http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2015-08-18/painted-topless-women-in-times-square-may-get-boot-by-de-blasio
http://time.com/4004673/times-square-topless-deblasio-cuomo/
http://www.indystar.com/story/life/2015/08/30/billboard-public-art-look-mass-ave-digital-canvas-proposal/71415262/
http://www.indystar.com/story/life/2015/08/30/billboard-public-art-look-mass-ave-digital-canvas-proposal/71415262/
http://money.cnn.com/2015/08/28/news/companies/nypd-disney-marvel/
http://money.cnn.com/2015/08/28/news/companies/nypd-disney-marvel/
http://www.wsj.com/articles/policing-awful-but-lawful-times-square-panhandling-1441406768
http://www.wsj.com/articles/policing-awful-but-lawful-times-square-panhandling-1441406768
http://www.wsj.com/articles/de-blasio-hits-a-few-bumps-on-transportation-issues-1440724942
http://www.wsj.com/articles/de-blasio-hits-a-few-bumps-on-transportation-issues-1440724942
http://www.wsj.com/articles/nyc-mayor-bill-de-blasio-to-appoint-second-panel-on-panhandling-1440621246
http://www.wsj.com/articles/nyc-mayor-bill-de-blasio-to-appoint-second-panel-on-panhandling-1440621246
http://www.wsj.com/articles/at-times-square-fewer-traffic-injuries-1440465828
http://www.wsj.com/articles/at-times-square-fewer-traffic-injuries-1440465828
http://www.wsj.com/articles/mayor-de-blasio-hands-off-times-square-1440457888
http://www.wsj.com/articles/mayor-de-blasio-hands-off-times-square-1440457888
http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2015/08/21/are-topless-times-square-panhandlers-covered-by-the-first-amendment/
http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2015/08/21/are-topless-times-square-panhandlers-covered-by-the-first-amendment/
http://www.wsj.com/articles/times-squalid-1440197725


Wall Street Journal: De Blasio's stance on panhandlers 

is called 'sexist' 8/21/2015 17,026,886 

Wall Street Journal: NYC Mayor de Blasio: Times 

Square Pedestrian Plaza Could Be Removed  8/20/2015 17,026,886 

Wall Street Journal: N.Y. Gov. Andrew Cuomo Joins 

Criticism of Times Square’s Topless Women  8/19/2015 17,026,886 

Wall Street Journal: De Blasio Takes Aim at 

Panhandling by Topless Women in Times Square  8/18/2015 17,026,886 

NPR: Topless In New York: The Court Case That 

Makes Going Top Free Legal  8/24/2015 13,654,392 

Mashable: Elmo, the Hulk and Iron Man: The costumed 

characters of Times Square  8/24/2015 13,402,739 

Mashable: Spider-Man impersonator at Times Square: 

'The naked people are the worst'  8/22/2015 13,402,739 

CBS News: Man arrested for allegedly assaulting 

topless Times Square women  9/5/2015 13,266,482 

CBS News  8/19/2015 13,266,482 

New York Daily News: Businesses take costumed 

character crackdown plea to state  9/8/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Times Square desnuda: Drug, 

prostitution arrest was 'setup'  9/7/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Cellist's topless act paved way 

for Times Square desnudas  9/5/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: NYPD Commissioner Bill 

Bratton visits Times Square to conduct 'quality of life' 

survey 9/4/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Times Square topless woman 

busted for drugs, oral sex offer: cop sources  9/3/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: CUNY professor charged with 

molesting women in Times Square  8/31/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: It’s not Elmo’s World 8/28/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Disney, Marvel 'want no part' 

of NYPD's battle against Times Square costumed 

characters, Bill Bratton says  8/27/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Readers sound off: Aug 26  8/26/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Panhandling costumed 

characters spread to other parts of NYC  8/26/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: NYPD to form new unit in part 

to battle costumed or nearly nude buskers, crime in 

Times Square  8/26/2015 12,438,605 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/de-blasios-stance-on-panhandlersis-called-sexist-1440202497
http://www.wsj.com/articles/de-blasios-stance-on-panhandlersis-called-sexist-1440202497
http://www.wsj.com/articles/nyc-mayor-de-blasio-times-square-pedestrian-plaza-could-be-removed-1440100495
http://www.wsj.com/articles/nyc-mayor-de-blasio-times-square-pedestrian-plaza-could-be-removed-1440100495
http://www.wsj.com/articles/n-y-gov-andrew-cuomo-joins-criticism-of-times-squares-topless-women-1440021182
http://www.wsj.com/articles/n-y-gov-andrew-cuomo-joins-criticism-of-times-squares-topless-women-1440021182
http://www.wsj.com/articles/de-blasio-takes-aim-at-panhandling-by-topless-women-in-times-square-1439945701
http://www.wsj.com/articles/de-blasio-takes-aim-at-panhandling-by-topless-women-in-times-square-1439945701
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/08/24/434315957/topless-in-new-york-the-legal-case-that-makes-going-top-free-legal-ish
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/08/24/434315957/topless-in-new-york-the-legal-case-that-makes-going-top-free-legal-ish
http://mashable.com/2015/08/24/elmo-hulk-iron-man-time-square/
http://mashable.com/2015/08/24/elmo-hulk-iron-man-time-square/
http://mashable.com/2015/08/22/times-square-performer-complaints/
http://mashable.com/2015/08/22/times-square-performer-complaints/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/report-man-arrested-for-allegedly-assaulting-topless-times-square-woman/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/report-man-arrested-for-allegedly-assaulting-topless-times-square-woman/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/topless-women-times-square-breaking-law-new-york-governor-andrew-cuomo/
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/businesses-costumed-character-crackdown-plea-state-article-1.2351649
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/businesses-costumed-character-crackdown-plea-state-article-1.2351649
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/times-square-girl-drug-prostitution-arrest-setup-article-1.2350520
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/times-square-girl-drug-prostitution-arrest-setup-article-1.2350520
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/cellist-topless-act-paved-times-square-desnudas-article-1.2349927
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/cellist-topless-act-paved-times-square-desnudas-article-1.2349927
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nypd-commissioner-bill-bratton-visits-times-square-article-1.2349601
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nypd-commissioner-bill-bratton-visits-times-square-article-1.2349601
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nypd-commissioner-bill-bratton-visits-times-square-article-1.2349601
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/times-square-topless-women-involved-2-arrests-sources-article-1.2347143
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/times-square-topless-women-involved-2-arrests-sources-article-1.2347143
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/exclusive-cuny-prof-groped-women-times-square-cops-article-1.2343150
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/exclusive-cuny-prof-groped-women-times-square-cops-article-1.2343150
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/editorial-not-elmo-world-article-1.2341101
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/disney-marvel-no-part-nypd-times-square-battle-article-1.2339274
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/disney-marvel-no-part-nypd-times-square-battle-article-1.2339274
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/disney-marvel-no-part-nypd-times-square-battle-article-1.2339274
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/aug-26-carriage-horses-chickens-jorge-posada-article-1.2337049
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/panhandling-costumed-characters-spread-parts-nyc-article-1.2337391
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/panhandling-costumed-characters-spread-parts-nyc-article-1.2337391
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/nypd-form-unit-fight-costumed-nude-buskers-article-1.2338036
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/nypd-form-unit-fight-costumed-nude-buskers-article-1.2338036
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/nypd-form-unit-fight-costumed-nude-buskers-article-1.2338036


New York Daily News: NYPD to form new unit in part 

to battle costumed or nearly nude buskers, crime in 

Times Square  8/26/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Timothy Cardinal Dolan silent 

on Times Square topless women 8/25/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Readers sound off: Times 

Square, Trump, and Tony Bennett  8/24/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: 300 topless protestors march to 

support Times Square women  8/24/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Ex-Gov. Pataki paints de 

Blasio as boob over topless Times Square buskers  8/24/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Exposed breasts, addled brains: 

In Times Square or Troy, they rock empires  8/24/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Gale Brewer says tearing up 

Times Square plazas to get rid of topless women would 

be 'preposterous' 8/24/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: NYPD Commish Bill Bratton 

committed to changing Times Square  8/23/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Stasi: Don't like what's 

happened to Times Square? Blame Bloomberg for 

making the tourist pit part of his divine plan for NYC 8/22/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News, De Blasio needs to remake 

Times Square  8/22/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: New York State cops descend 

upon Times Square in attempt to crackdown on naked 

painted panhandlers  8/22/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Readers sound off on carriage 

horses, Times Square and immigration  8/21/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Ladies first, please, in Times 

Square  8/21/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Guest column: Times Square 

plazas add open space, ease overcrowded sidewalks  8/21/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Guest column: Times Square 

plazas create traffic problems for drivers  8/21/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Times Square vendors 

undecided on tearing up tourist area in favor of street 

traffic, but don't want to be punished for topless ladies 8/21/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: De Blasio orders task force to 

find way to ban topless women at Times Square as man 

connected with the girls gets arrested  8/20/2015 12,438,605 

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/nypd-form-unit-fight-costumed-nude-buskers-article-1.2338036
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/nypd-form-unit-fight-costumed-nude-buskers-article-1.2338036
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/nypd-form-unit-fight-costumed-nude-buskers-article-1.2338036
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/timothy-cardinal-dolan-silent-topless-times-square-women-article-1.2337295
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/timothy-cardinal-dolan-silent-topless-times-square-women-article-1.2337295
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/aug-24-times-square-trump-tony-bennett-article-1.2333888
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/aug-24-times-square-trump-tony-bennett-article-1.2333888
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/300-topless-protesters-march-support-times-square-women-article-1.2334966
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/300-topless-protesters-march-support-times-square-women-article-1.2334966
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/pataki-paints-de-blasio-boob-times-square-toplessness-article-1.2335432
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New York Daily News: 'Manager' of topless Times 

Square gals, who has history of threatening women, 

appears in court on warrant for trespassing 8/20/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: De Blasio suggests eliminating 

Times Square pedestrian plazas to kick out topless 

women, costumed characters  8/20/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: DeBlasio says topless Times 

Square performers need to go  8/19/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Editorial: Bill takes control of 

the Times Square hustlers and hucksters  8/19/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Exclusive 8/19/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Readers sound off on schools, 

skin and Soros 8/19/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Gonzalez: Elites could be 

crying out 'chaos' in NYC to get de Blasio out of office  8/19/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Boob of a boyfriend works 

pregnant baby-mama as topless Times Square painted 

panhandler  8/19/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Times Square cops transferred 

over photos with topless women  8/19/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: SEE IT: NY1 anchor Pat 

Kiernan goes shirtless for ‘In the Papers’ segment on 

Times Square topless ladies  8/19/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Readers sound off on Times 

Square topless, school segregation and women on 

currency 8/18/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Times Square Olaf from 

‘Frozen’ bullied family for bigger tip, says angry mom  8/18/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: NYPD cops take photos with 

topless Times Square women 8/17/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: NYC officials oppose topless 

women at Times Square, but there’s no law to stop 

them 8/16/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Guest Column: Times Square 

performers are not artists, they’re hustlers  8/16/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Editorial: It’s time to ban bare-

chested women looking to ‘hustle’ Times Square 

tourists for money, and there’s a simple solution  8/16/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News: Some Times Square painted 

ladies say it's art, others are all about the cash  8/16/2015 12,438,605 
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New York Daily News: Topless Times Square women 

deal with groping, long hours and must share tips  8/16/2015 12,438,605 

New York Daily News  8/15/2015 12,438,605 

TMZ 8/19/2015 12,138,658 

San Francisco Chronicle: Big Apples versus big toilet  8/31/2015 11,876,703 

San Francisco Chronicle: Bubbles bouncing around the 

Panhandle  8/26/2015 11,876,703 

Houston Chronicle: 'Desnudas' topless women in Times 

Square involved in two police incidents  9/4/2015 11,559,095 

U.S. News & World Report: Topless Rights Movement 

Sees Women's Equality on Horizon  8/26/2015 11,375,051 

Slate 8/21/2015 10,803,139 

New York Post: Cuozzo: City Hall supplies filthy camp 

for bums with 32nd Street plaza  9/6/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: Times Square desnuda busted for 

offering oral sex to cop  9/3/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: City’s female leaders backing bare 

boobs over de Blasio  8/31/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: Weiner weighs-in on topless Times 

Square debate  8/31/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: De Blasio’s first Twitter chat 

predictably goes off the rails  8/31/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: CUNY professor arrested for groping 

women in Times Square  8/31/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: Cindy Adams: Times Square’s topless 

ladies aren’t the only ones who go bare  8/31/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: How Mayor de Blasio is failing the test 

of the city’s success  8/30/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: How do you solve a problem like de 

Blasio?  8/30/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: This man decided he wanted to go 

nude in Times Square too  8/27/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: Disney, Marvel want no part of Times 

Square mess, Bratton says  8/27/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: NYPD creates task force to clean up 

unruly Times Square  8/26/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: De Blasio, Bratton admit Ray Kelly 

was right on Times Square  8/26/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: NYPD beefing up patrols in sleazy 

Times Square  8/26/2015 9,708,085 
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New York Post: Times Square test exposes Bill de 

Blasio's core pessimism  8/24/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: Topless women show de Blasio, 

Bratton who the real boobs are  8/24/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: Times Square businesses propose 

zoning costumed pests  8/22/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: The business fears behind the sudden 

Times Square furor  8/21/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post: Bratton’s plan to save Times Square 

from Elmo: Rip up pedestrian plazas!  8/20/2015 9,708,085 

New York Post  8/17/2015 9,708,085 

TODAY  8/18/2015 9,600,188 

The Inquisitr: New York City Mayor Vows To Stop 

Topless Women From Hustling In Times Square  8/19/2015 8,210,426 

The Inquisitr: Times Square Topless Women Begging 

For Tips Anger Tourists And Locals  8/17/2015 8,210,426 

The Daily Beast: Soulless banker in topless spar  9/4/2015 8,003,325 

MarketWatch: New York to do more to curb Times 

Square topless women  8/27/2015 7,759,344 

Refinery 29: Why The Times Square Nudity 

Crackdown Is Just Plain Sexist  8/31/2015 6,052,011 

Examiner: Painted nude women walk Times Square in 

the name of art  8/21/2015 5,691,662 

New York Magazine: Reporter Goes Undercover As a 

Topless Performer in Times Square  8/30/2015 5,414,533 

New York Magazine: NYPD Times Square Unit will 

police topless women and Spider-Men  8/26/2015 5,414,533 

New York Magazine: De Blasio’s Proposal to Destroy 

Pedestrian Times Square Is the Opposite of Progressive  8/20/2015 5,414,533 

New York Magazine: De Blasio Considers Destroying 

Times Square Characters’ Natural Habitat  8/20/2015 5,414,533 

Associated Press: Plainclothes cops keep eye out for 

Times Square hustlers  9/5/2015 5,241,409 

Associated Press: Amid complaints about Times 

Square, police announce new unit  8/26/2015 5,241,409 

Associated Press: Topless, Painted Women Ignite 

Latest Furor in Times Square  8/21/2015 5,241,409 

Associated Press: NYC mayor: Regs for Times Square 

characters under study 8/20/2015 5,241,409 
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Associated Press: NY governor: Topless women in 

Times Square breaking the law  8/19/2015 5,241,409 

Associated Press: De Blasio to act against nearly nude 

women in Times Square  8/18/2015 5,241,409 

Reuters: Public plazas in New York's Times Square 

bring business, chaos  8/22/2015 4,967,839 

Reuters: New York looks to curb topless women, 

Mickey and Thor in Times Square  8/20/2015 4,967,839 

VICE  8/22/2015 4,816,292 

Vanity Fair: The de Blasio diaries, chapter 40: I’m the 

mayor of New York, ask me…nothing  9/2/2015 4,545,875 

Vanity Fair: The de Blasio Diaries, Chapter 39: Hapless 

mayor in topless square  8/26/2015 4,545,875 

Vanity Fair: New York City is officially losing its mind 

over some naked ladies in Times Square  8/21/2015 4,545,875 

Esquire: Topless women in New York assaulted and 

arrested - Desnudas controversy 9/4/2015 4,312,204 

Christian Science Monitor: For plainclothes cops in 

NY, why the focus on Times Square?  9/5/2015 4,099,915 

Deadline  8/21/2015 3,966,516 

Boston Globe: Topless women and the art of the naked 

hustle 8/24/2015 3,911,111 

ABC 7 New York: Up Close: Times Square Task Force  8/30/2015 3,829,927 

ABC 7 New York: Costumed characters spread from 

Times Square to Coney Island, Lower Manhattan  8/26/2015 3,829,927 

ABC 7 New York  8/24/2015 3,829,927 

ABC 7 New York: MANAGER OF TOPLESS 

PAINTED WOMEN IN TIMES SQUARE 

ARRESTED 8/20/2015 3,829,927 

ABC 7 New York: Times Square Pedestrian Plaza's 

Future in Question Over Characters, Topless Women  8/20/2015 3,829,927 

ABC 7 New York  8/18/2015 3,829,927 

UPI: Topless women march for breast-baring rights in 

New York  8/24/2015 3,824,662 

Cosmopolitan 8/18/2015 3,786,957 

Elle: Men have been terrified of our breasts for 

hundreds of years  8/28/2015 3,543,503 

Adweek: A brief history of how Times Square got naked  8/25/2015 3,485,782 

The Week  8/19/2015 3,145,518 

Daily Caller  8/20/2015 3,093,707 
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Jezebel: Man attacks topless Times Square performer 

after accusing her of pickpocketing  9/4/2015 3,035,943 

Jezebel: Times Square Topless Lady Says Only 'Ghetto 

Fat Women' Are Offended  8/21/2015 3,035,943 

Jezebel: Disquieted By Titties, New York Considers 

Shutting Down Times Square Plazas  8/20/2015 3,035,943 

Fusion: ‘Bosom baddies’: In defense of Times Square’s 

desnudas  9/1/2015 2,894,417 

National Review: Opposition to Times Square 

toplessness is a sign of cultural health  8/26/2015 2,481,224 

Wall Street Journal Print 8/25/2015 2,294,093 

Wall Street Journal Print 8/20/2015 2,294,093 

CBS New York, Bratton: Today's Times Square is still 

better than years past  9/5/2015 2,269,680 

CBS New York: Turf War Erupts After Costumed 

Characters Move Downtown From Times Square  8/26/2015 2,269,680 

CBS New York: NYPD task force of 100 to crack 

down on Times Square ‘nuisance issues’  8/26/2015 2,269,680 

CBS New York: NYC Lawmaker Proposes Banning 

Toplessness Altogether, Regardless Of Gender  8/21/2015 2,269,680 

CBS New York: 1010 WINS Exclusive: Bratton 

Suggests Tearing Up Times Square Pedestrian Plaza  8/20/2015 2,269,680 

CBS New York: Sources To CBS2: Manager Of Times 

Square Topless, Painted Models Arrested  8/19/2015 2,269,680 

CBS New York: PBA Prez: NYPD Officers Punished 

For Posing With Topless Models In Times Square  8/19/2015 2,269,680 

CBS New York: Mayor De Blasio Vows Crackdown 

On Topless Women In Times Square  8/18/2015 2,269,680 

CBS New York: Spokeswoman: De Blasio Opposes 

Topless Times Square Women, Agencies At Work To 

Tackle Issue  8/17/2015 2,269,680 

Al Jazeera America  8/21/2015 2,071,880 

New York Observer: What does it mean to consider 

running for mayor? Not much  8/31/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: City Planning Chairman: ‘There’s 

Nothing in Times Square That Ever Surprises Me’  8/28/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: City Planning Chairman: ‘There’s 

nothing in Times Square that ever surprises me’  8/28/2015 2,069,694 
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New York Observer: Afternoon Bulletin: NYPD 

Reassigned to Times Square, Back Alley Dumplings 

and More  8/27/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: Topless Task Force 

Congresswoman Wants Equal Treatment for Desnudas 

and Naked Cowboy 8/26/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: State GOP chair compares Bill de 

Blasio and Andrew Cuomo to scorpions  8/25/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: Manhattan Beep Calls Plan to 

Tear Up Times Square Pedestrian Plaza 'Preposterous'  8/24/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: Times Square Business Leader: 

Panhandling, Not Toplessness, Is the Real Problem  8/24/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer, Ex-New York Governor: Topless 

Women Are Destroying Times Square  8/24/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: Times Square biz leader: 

panhandling, not nudity, the real problem  8/24/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: Topless women in headless city  8/24/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: State Senator Wants to Stop 

Times Square Nudity by Banning Toplessness—for 

Everyone  8/21/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: Topless Women Are Bringing 

Back the ‘Bad Old Times Square,’ Cuomo Says  8/20/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer  8/20/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: On Boobs-for-Bucks, Bill de 

Blasio Needs to Grow a Pair  8/19/2015 2,069,694 

New York Observer: Bill de Blasio Won’t ‘Tolerate’ 

Topless Times Square Women 8/18/2015 2,069,694 

FOX News Latino  8/19/2015 1,966,652 

NBC New York: Costumed and topless-tip seekers 

prompt NYPD to beef up Times Square patrols  8/26/2015 1,896,358 

NBC New York: NY Lawmaker to Introduce Bill 

Banning Male Toplessness Amid Times Square 

Controversy 8/21/2015 1,896,358 

NBC New York: Mayor: Task Force to Examine 

Topless Women, Costumed Characters in Times Square  8/20/2015 1,896,358 

NBC New York: Topless Women Posing for Cash in 

Times Square Are Breaking the Law: Cuomo  8/19/2015 1,896,358 

NBC New York: Mayor Vows Action Against Topless 

Women Posing for Cash in Times Square  8/18/2015 1,896,358 

NBC New York: Mayor Opposes Times Square's 

Topless Performers in Body Paint  8/17/2015 1,896,358 
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RYOT: Bare-Breasted Women Take Over New York 

City for Go Topless Day 8/24/2015 1,853,315 

Newsday: Letters: Closing Times Square plaza costly  8/31/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: Even bare-breasted, Times Square isn't the 

abyss it once was  8/26/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: NYPD to beef up Times Square force in 

response to hucksters 8/26/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: Cuomo should credit Guiliani  8/25/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: GoTopless Pride Parade draws hundreds in 

march through Manhattan  8/24/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: De Blasio: unsure whether Times Square 

plaza should be removed  8/24/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: Times Square is marvelous the way it is, just 

marvelous  8/22/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: Sen. Diaz has new solution for topless Times 

Square  8/21/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: Cuomo: Removing Times Square pedestrian 

plazas 'problematic'  8/21/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: NYC considers eliminating Times Square 

pedestrian plaza to drive away topless hustlers  8/20/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: State business aid agency says Times Square 

needs family-friendly entertainment  8/20/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: Cuomo says he'll close topless show in 

Times Square  8/19/2015 1,852,042 

Newsday: De Blasio pledges crackdown on Times 

Square hustlers  8/18/2015 1,852,042 

Gothamist, Bratton offers reality check on 'awful but 

lawful' Times Square  9/5/2015 1,821,341 

Gothamist: Ask a native New Yorker: Should I call the 

cops on those panhandling moms?  9/4/2015 1,821,341 

Gothamist: Should bus drivers get a break from the 

NYPD when they hit a pedestrian?  9/1/2015 1,821,341 

Gothamist: CUNY prof arrested for allegedly groping 

women in Times Square  8/31/2015 1,821,341 

Gothamist: NY Post writer goes ‘undercover’ as Times 

Square painted woman for journalism  8/30/2015 1,821,341 

Gothamist: [NSFW] Body Painter & Nude Models Hit 

Times Square To Protest "Ridiculous" Crackdown  8/28/2015 1,821,341 

Gothamist: De Blasio's Costumed Character Task Force 

Expands To Coney Island & Beyond  8/27/2015 1,821,341 
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The American Lawyer: Topless feminists  8/31/2015 78,022 
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Daily Mail: Arrested Times Square painted lady Destiny 

Romero claims she was set up  9/6/2015 26,135,911 

Daily Mail: News flash: Topless protesters take over 

New York and 60 other cities worldwide for 'free the 

nipple' campaign  8/23/2015 26,135,911 

Daily Mail  8/21/2015 26,135,911 

Daily Mail: Bratton's plan to clean up Times Square - by 

letting the cars back in: Police chief says remove 

pedestrian plaza to get rid of naked ladies and Elmo  8/21/2015 26,135,911 

Daily Mail  8/18/2015 26,135,911 

Daily Mail  8/16/2015 26,135,911 

The Guardian: Topless protesters march through 

Manhattan in call for equality   20,058,138 

The Guardian: A day with Saira, one of the original 

topless painted ladies of New York City 9/5/2015 17,957,409 

The Guardian: New York reporter strips off for a piece 

of undercover journalism  8/31/2015 17,957,409 

The Guardian  8/20/2015 17,957,409 

New York Business Journal: NYPD to expand presence 

in Times Square in response to costumed crowd and 

painted ladies  8/27/2015 5,808 

New York Business Journal: In Times Square plaza 

controversy, local business group seeks a compromise  8/24/2015 5,808 

New York Business Journal: Topless women in Times 

Square may soon need a license, if de Blasio's recent 

track record is any indication  8/19/2015 5,808 

Van Alen Institue: Our plazas, ourselves: Times Square 

Alliance’s Tim Tompkins on saving an imperiled public 

plaza 9/2/2015 N/A 

Forex Report Daily: Topless and cuffed  9/5/2015 N/A 

City Journal: Who’s Square?  8/31/2015 N/A 

AllMediaNY: Is de Blasio’s solution to the Times 

Square ‘topless problem’ feasible?  8/26/2015 N/A 

TSAC: 6 reasons why removing the Times Square 

pedestrian plazas would be a terrible idea  8/21/2015 N/A 

Telemundo New York  8/17/2015 N/A 
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BBC: Why Times Square's topless women may be here 

to stay 8/26/2015 15,656,789 

The Independent: Topless women of Times Square test 

New York's liberal take on nudity 8/24/2015 7,771,181 

The Independent: New York’s terrible idea for how to 
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Telegraph: New York Mayor takes on Times Square 

topless ladies 8/22/2015 7,370,301 

Telegraph  8/21/2015 7,370,301 

Mirror UK  8/19/2015 5,898,094 

International Business Times: NYC launches Times 

Square police unit after complaints over costumed 

characters and topless women  8/27/2015 4,616,180 

International Business Times UK  8/21/2015 4,616,180 
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CBC: Desnudas, topless Times Square women, spark 

debate over street performers  9/6/2015 4,342,788 
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Marie Claire Brazil  8/18/2015 1,134,540 

Spiegel  8/19/2015 781,226 

Belfast Telegraph  8/19/2015 489,463 

Belfast Telegraph: Bare-chested activists stage 

GoTopless Pride Parade in New York City 8/24/2015 472,797 
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Yee-haw! Man who dressed as Woody for tips in Times Square acquitted of touching, sex abuse charges 
Shayna Jacobs 

July 9, 2015 

 
 
 
It's justice for Sheriff Woody. 
 
Jose Vasquez, who dresses as the lawman doll from “Toy Story” for tips from Times Square tourists, was acquitted 
Thursday of palming the behinds of three women in January 2014. 
 
Police officers said they noticed Vasquez three times, in costume, get grabby as he posed with pals Buzz Lightyear and 
Mickey Mouse for a series of pictures with visitors. 
 
But Manhattan Supreme Court Justice Richard Carruthers, delivering a bench verdict, said there were “certain gaps in 
the evidence in this case.” 
 
Carruthers said one of two cop witnesses barely remembered the events, and that it would have been helpful to have 
video footage from one of the many security cameras in the Crossroads of the World. 
 
None of the women who cops said was groped testified, and one did not even give her name to police. The case 
highlighted what some see as a persistent problem in the tourist mecca — the badgering of visitors that can sometimes 
tip over into menacing or criminal behavior. 
 
Tim Tompkins, president of the Times Square Alliance, called safeguards “totally inadequate.” 
 
“Anyone who works in Times Square knows hundreds of people a day are subjected to predatory and inappropriate 
behavior,” Tompkins said in a statement. He called for a task force to “address the chronic harassment of people that 
occurs daily in Times Square.” 
 
Vasquez, who testified Tuesday through a Spanish interpreter, was elated at the verdict, hugging his friends and family. 
Vasquez, 45, had faced misdemeanor charges of forcible touching and sex abuse that carried a possible 90 days in jail. 
 
‘Jose Vasquez did not intentionally touch any woman inappropriately,’ his attorney said in his summation. 
 
His posse included his wife, Patrice, who often roams Times Square in a Hello Kitty getup, and another woman who plays 
Catwoman. 
 



Vasquez’s lawyer, Ben Klein, argued that his client did not knowingly touch any of the women, and that if touching did 
occur, it would have been accidental. Vasquez, he said, was wearing several pairs of gloves inside his bulky costume 
mitts that day. 
 
“Jose Vasquez did not intentionally touch any woman inappropriately,” Klein said in his summation, adding, “Isn’t it more 
likely that, if anything, he put his arms around their waist and at the most, unintentionally grazed the women?” Klein 
argued in his summation. 
 
Prosecutor Jesse Matthews said Vasquez chose the women “because they were vulnerable tourists, people he didn’t 
think they would report him or get him in trouble.”  



 
 

‘F—k you! Pay me!’: Times Square’s new welcome wagon 
Bruce Golding, Jamie Schram, Frank Rosario 

July 9, 2015 
 

 

He’s a sign of the times. 

A foul-mouthed panhandler with a message of hate is the new welcome wagon for visitors to the Crossroads of the 
World. 

Daniel Kimery, 36, greeted tourists on Wednesday with a hand-lettered sign saying: “F–k You!!! Pay Me!!!!!!! I need 
money 4 Drugz & Hoez & Weaponz Mother F–kerz!” 

Kimery also drew frightened stares by cursing and ranting at passers-by while wearing a sleeveless green T-shirt 
promoting the “Occupy” movement. 

He waged his abusive campaign just steps from the NYPD’s Times Square substation at 43rd Street and Broadway. 

“The entire situation just wasn’t right. I could tell something was off with that bum in the green shirt from the second I 
saw him,” said tourist Robb Hueston, 37, of Dallas, who’s in town with his wife and two kids. “I have small children, and 
my kids don’t need to be reading that kind of offensive garbage.” 

Law enforcement sources said Kimery hails from Hot Springs, Ark., and has been busted four times in the Big Apple 
since July 2013, when he was accused of breaking a restroom door inside Trinity Church in lower Manhattan. He 
allegedly screamed “f–king n—ers” at people there as he was hauled out of the landmark house of worship. 

Kimery — who also goes by the name “Daniel Damascus” — has also been busted for turnstile-jumping, illegally sleeping 
on the Riverpark restaurant’s terrace and having an open container of beer in Tribeca, sources said. 

There was an open warrant out for his arrest for failing to appear in court on the latter charge, sources said. 

Tourist Gina Monticelli, 47, of Lansing, Mich., said Kimery “belongs in a mental hospital.” 



“It sickens me knowing people like this are standing around with signs like that when families are here,” said Monticelli, 
who was with her husband and two kids. 

“I’ve read stories about those Occupy people in the news. It’s sad, but that’s the kind of person their group attracts.” 

New Yorker Helen Tse, 31, who works in a Times Square store, said Kimery was giving tourists “a bad impression of New 
York.” 

“It’s bad enough that the people in costumes are conning people out of money and groping their kids,” she said. 

Kimery maintains several social-media accounts on which he promotes various Occupy, Anonymous and anti-cop 
groups. 

For education, he listed “Studied Standing up to The Pigs at Occupy Wall St.” 

On June 18, he tweeted a photo of people sleeping outside Trinity Church, writing: “This is where I live now. Come join 
The Party at #OccupyTrinity!” 

But on Monday, Kimery wrote, “I will be suspending my  # OccupyTrinity  protest indefinitely” and told friends to “come find 
me in Times Square.”    

In addition to the green Occupy T-shirt he wore Wednesday, Kimery had a bandanna tied around his neck ready to be 
pulled up over his face — like anarchists who ran amok through the city in last year’s anti-cop protests. 

Kimery was busted Wednesday and charged with criminal mischief for allegedly breaking camera equipment used by a 
Post photographer who snapped pictures of him. “I’m going to find you. I know a lot of people on the streets. I can’t wait 
to f–k you up,” he threatened the shutterbug. 

  



 
 

NYC’s ‘Cookie Monster’ shakedowns have got to stop 
Mike Vogel 

June 30, 2015 

What would you do if a stranger on the street grabbed your 
daughter or sister in a bear hug? What if he insisted on 
taking a photo with her, then demanded money? 
 
Call a cop? Punch him in the mouth? 
 
Now, what if he were disguised as Cookie Monster, Elmo or 
Spider-Man? 
 
According to statistics from the Times Square Alliance, the 
number of costumed characters in the area has skyrocketed 
in the past few months. And the scenario described earlier 
happens often, according to my on-hand observation last 
Thursday. 
 
Most of the characters behaved responsibly. But in the hour 

I was there, too many acted inappropriately, including a Spider-Man manhandling teen girls who passed by. Later, Spidey 
and Elmo counted stacks of 10s and 20s they'd finagled from intimidated tourists. 
 
But the issue isn't just costumed characters. Two guys sold CDs by requesting a tourist's name, writing it on the CD, then 
growling, "I can't sell this with your name on it; you owe me $10." And virtually nude "Vegas showgirls" targeted a group 
of teen boys for photos. 
 
One Cookie Monster approached a tourist family with a hearty, "Hi! Welcome to New York!" Many of the tourists believed 
the characters are hired by the city -- not independent operators shaking them down for cash. (A Cookie Monster was 
arrested in April after he allegedly grabbed a teenage girl's breast.) 
 
One scam repeated more than once: Minnie Mouse corralled a visiting family for a photo, Mickey rushed over to take 
part, then they demanded $20 each. 
 
I saw one dazed tourist break away from a predatory pack of costumed characters, fuming, "They forced me to pay all of 
them." Another cried to a Cookie Monster, "You didn't give me enough change." Perhaps it's time to drop the "Cookie" 
part of his name. 
 
"I have no issue with people asking for tips, but aggressive solicitation and intimidation is something else," Tim 
Tompkins, president of the Times Square Alliance, told me. "There are hundreds of people a day being made to feel 
uncomfortable or worse, and it's just not being dealt with." 
 
Is this how we want NYC visitors treated? 
  



 
 

Minnie Mouse, Hello Kitty costumed characters brawl in Times Square: police 
Thomas Tracy, Joseph Stepansky 

June 5, 2015 
 

 

The claws came out when Minnie Mouse and Hello Kitty got into a fight in Times Square Thursday, police said. 
 
The costumed characters came to blows over tips in the middle of the Crossroads of the World around 3:30 p.m., police 
said. 
 
Sandra Mocha, 34, of Queens, and Giovanna Melendez, 40, of New Jersey, were cuffed at the scene and charged with 
assault, cops said. 
 
"This is another reason why we need regulations to address the growing problems in Times Square," Tim Tompkins, 
president of the Times Square Alliance, said about the brawl.  



 

Topless women posing with underage kids in Times Square 
Michael Gartland, Jennifer Bain 

April 22, 2015 
 

 
 
Topless babes at the Crossroads of the World are targeting underage tourists as young as 14 to have photos taken with 
them for cash — raising howls from the kids’ adult chaperones. 
 
“They’re engaging in child pornography — that’s my biggest fear,” fumed Brian Mathis, who gives tours of New York City 
to middle school students from across the country. 
 
“We’re fighting an uphill battle. If the kid can get away from you for 30 seconds, that’s what they’re going to do. These 
kids have pocket money. They’re an easy mark.” 
 
Mathis, who works for the Montana-based Global Travel Alliance, was leading a group of middle schoolers from Billings a 
week ago when a 14-year-old and two pals left the pack. 
 
“I turned around and he was getting his photo taken. His little buddies were taking pictures of [the women],” Mathis 
said. “There was no question these kids were underage. There is no gray area. When I told the girl he was 14 years old, 
she said, ‘It’s all right. We’re allowed to do this.’  ” 
 
The beauties come “clad” in wild outfits such as red, white and blue body paint, thongs and feather headdresses. 
On Tuesday, two Colombian stunners were seen charming a group of high school students cutting class for a stroll along 
the Great White Way. 
 
The women, who didn’t speak English, sidled up to them, convincing 17-year-old Elijah Pineda of Waterbury, Conn., to 
dole out a few greenbacks so he could cherish the moment. 
 
When Pineda asked how much, one grabbed the money he was holding from his hand. 
 
“They probably thought I had $20 in my hand, but it was only 4,” he said. “If my parents saw this picture, they’d be fine 
with it — but maybe a little confused as to why I’m posing with naked women in the street.” 
 
Another babe, Saira Nicole, has been posing with tourists for a year now, but she said she avoids kids who aren’t with 
adults. “I don’t understand why the female body is detrimental to anyone,” she said. “Some parents give us their 
children to take pictures with. It’s fun. I held a 9-month-old baby for a photo the other day.” 



But Mathis countered that the problem isn’t the nudity — it’s that kids aren’t old enough to consent to the photos, an 
argument that others echoed. 
 
“Whether you are [a costumed] Pooh Bear or bare-naked, the larger issue is the onslaught of aggressive solicitation and 
predatory behavior that occurs in Times Square on a daily basis and is only getting worse,” said T.J. Witham, a 
spokesman for the Times Square Alliance business group. 
 
The mayor’s office did not reply to The Post or to a complaint Mathis mailed to the city after calling 311. 
“I’ll keep pushing this as hard as I can until somebody tells me to go jump off a bridge,” he said. 
  



 
 

Times Square ‘Marijuana Man’ arrested for selling weed to Iron Man 
John Del Signore 
April 21, 2015 

 

 
 

Marijuana possession has been decriminalized in New York State since the 1970s, provided you're holding a small 
amount (under 25 grams) and keeping it out of sight. But the sale of marijuana remains illegal, so it's still a good idea to 
be discreet when conducting these transactions. For example, it might be inadvisable to sell a bag of weed while wearing 
a pot leaf costume and carrying a sign reading, "Legalize marijuana, Need money for weed." In Times Square. 
 
The Post and the Daily News both gleefully report that Raymond “Marijuana Man’’ Lovell was arrested for selling $5 
worth of marijuana in front of the Times Square Toys 'R' Us on Sunday night while wearing a "green fabric cannabis-leaf 
costume" and carrying the aforementioned pro-pot signage. His "customer" was his friend Girish Dani, who performs in 
Times Square as Iron Man, and sometimes Spider-Man. 
 
"I’m Marijuana Man," Lovell told the Post after he was released from Manhattan Criminal Court. "My friend asked me for 
a little smoke, so I gave it to him. He gave me $5 to buy a drink. It’s my personal stash." 
 
Dani was charged with fifth-degree marijuana possession, a misdemeanor, while Lovell was charged with possession 
and selling. Their arrests represent a turning point in America's War on Drugs, and it's clear that a drug-free New York 
City is finally within reach. 
  



 

Charges dropped against man dressed as Cookie Monster for groping teen since prosecutors aren’t sure they 
nabbed right costumed character: source 

Caitlin Nolan 
April 14, 2015 

 

 
 

A Times Square costumed character suspected of groping a teenage girl was let go Tuesday because prosecutors 
weren’t sure they nabbed the Cookie Monster, law enforcement sources said Tuesday. 

A man dressed as the beloved Sesame Street character was arrested Monday after allegedly groping a 16-year-old girl’s 
breast, police said. 

Ranulfo Perez, 48, of Passaic, N.J., who works the area dressed as the cookie-obsessed character, was taken in for the 
Sunday incident, which took place in front of the Toys “R” Us store on Broadway around 5:30 p.m., police said. 

The victim, who is from Wisconsin, told cops the costumed creep then put his arms around her and said, “I love you, 
honey,” a police source said. 

But the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office declined to prosecute Perez, with a law enforcement source noting an 
identification issue as the reason for dropping the case. 

The victim lost sight of the person who groped her and since his face was covered, it is not possible to positively identify 
the perpetrator, a law enforcement source said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Two costumed characters, heckler arrested after fight in Times Square: police 
September 14, 2014 

 

 
 

Two costumed characters were arrested in Times Square Saturday night after police say they got into a fist fight with 
another man.  
 
All three men were charged with misdemeanor assault, officials said. According to the New York Post, the altercation 
started after 41-year-old Jose Escalona-Martinez and 35-year-old Abdel Elkahezai, who were dressed as Batman and 
Spider-Man, allegedly confronted a man who was heckling them around 10:25 pm near 44th street and Broadway. 
 
Saturday's arrests were the latest in series of arrests involving costumed characters in Times Square. Earlier this month, 
Woody, Minnie Mouse and the Statue of Liberty were all arrested in Times Square after they allegedly asked tourists to 
pay for pictures, the NYPD says.  
 
The people portraying the characters were all cuffed on aggressive solicitation charges after a run-in with a family of 
tourists Wednesday night. 
 
The three characters posed for photos with a man, his wife and two children and allegedly demanded $5 in tips, police 
say. The family refused and told nearby officers, who made the arrests. 
 
The arrests come amid calls to regulate the costumed characters in Times Square. One city lawmaker recently proposed 
licenses for the characters, and police have begun handing out fliers and posting signs in five languages telling visitors 
that tips are optional. 
 
The crackdown followed a string of harrowing incidents in which some of the characters assaulted tourists, including 
children. Others harassed people and groped women. The face-offs peaked when a Spider-Man demanding money 
punched a police officer telling a woman she was not obliged to pay. 
 
Last month, many of the buskers who don the costumes held a press conference where they argued they deserved a 
right to earn a living.  



 
 

Times Square ‘Silver Man’ pulls a knife on promoter  
Dana Sauchell, Kathleen Culliton 

September 12, 2014 
 

 
 

The “Silver Man” of Times Square pulled a knife on a comedy promoter in a battle over prime curbside real estate 
Thursday night, a law enforcement source said. 
 
Gerard Brown, 54, who paints himself head-to-toe in silver – covering a large scar down his face – became belligerent 
and pulled a blade when a man hawking comedy tickets was apparently on his turf and refused to move from Broadway 
between 44th and 45th streets around 10:50 p.m., sources said. 
 
“If you tick off Silver Man, he’ll go off,” said another comedy promoter who works in the area but refused to give a name. 
“They were bickering from the start,” a witness said. 
 
When Silver Man told the promoter to scram he refused to budge and hollered for cops. 
“He started going crazy and calling for an officer,” a witness said. 
 
That’s when Silver Man threatened to pull a knife and the promoter challenged him to do it. 
 
Silver Man pulled a four inch blade from his backpack and said, “I’m gonna stab you!,” a witness said. 
“They both looked mental,” the witness said. 
 
Police cuffed Silver Man after searching his knapsack and finding the weapon and he was charged with criminal 
possession of a weapon. 
 
He is is notorious for freaking out over territory and was even caught on video throwing punches at his competition- a 
man painted all in bronze. 
 
A spectator is heard in the video announcing, “Olympic metal. Silver versus the bronze!” 
 
“He’s good at what he does but sometimes he really loses it,” said the Naked Cowboy, who claims he once tamed Silver 
Man’s temper by playing his guitar at him. 
 
“He goes from zero to 60 – the cops all have problems with him,” a second comedy promoter said. 
Silver Man used to be blue, according to another Times Square comedy promoter.  



 
Man dressed as Spider-Man is arrested after scuffle with police in Times Square 

J. David Goodman 
July 27, 2014 

 

 

Spider-Man punched a police officer in the face in Times Square over the weekend, the police said, in the latest episode 
of children-friendly characters displaying R-rated behavior in front of stunned tourists in the heart of Manhattan. 
 
Mickey and Minnie Mouse stood dumbfounded, smiles plastered on their faces, and Elmo placed a red mitt to his cheek 
as the officer and Spider-Man grappled on the sidewalk before falling to the ground. The punch broke the officer’s 
glasses, the police said, and the struggle sent his police hat flying. A second officer assisted in finally getting the ersatz 
superhero into handcuffs on Saturday. 
 
By Sunday, the Spider-Man had been unmasked as a 25-year-old Brooklyn man, Junior Bishop, and he was arraigned in 
Manhattan Criminal Court on charges of assaulting a police officer, resisting arrest, criminal mischief and disorderly 
conduct. He was held on $3,500 bail. 
 
His arrest came at the intersection of two trends in Manhattan street life: the proliferation of television and film 
characters’ jockeying for attention from tourists in Times Square — along with the tips they pay for photos — and the 
intensifying focus of the Police Department on quality-of-life offenses. 
 
Police Commissioner William J. Bratton has defended the department’s aggressive approach to minor crimes, even as 
criticism of the strategy has grown after the death of a Staten Island man whom the police were trying to arrest for 
allegedly selling cigarettes illegally. 
 
Mr. Bratton said on Sunday that police officers on the street were increasingly encountering people who resisted their 
attempts to arrest them. “They fight us and resist us, even for minor offenses,” Mr. Bratton said on John A. 
Catsimatidis’s radio show on 970 AM. 
 
After touring Times Square this month, Mr. Bratton called for greater regulation of the ubiquitous characters, who have 
become recurring features of newspaper headlines: a different Spider-Man fighting with a woman over a photo; an Elmo 
with a nasty mouth; angry Cookie Monsters and Super Marios. 
 
The characters in Times Square are permitted to collect donations but may not demand money. Tourists are free to pay 
nothing for the privilege of posing with an Elmo whose fur is streaked with Midtown grime, though declining payment 
occasionally results in a distinctly New York sort of confrontation. 
 
The altercation on Saturday began about 2 p.m. on a tourist-clogged walkway at 42nd Street and Broadway after a man 
dressed as Spider-Man, in a black skintight suit and a mask, posed for a picture with another man and a woman who 
offered him $1 in exchange, the police said. 



 
Spider-Man refused to accept the bill, the police said, telling the couple that he would accept only larger sums. At that 
point, the officer, Eduardo Molina, stepped forward from his post on the corner and told the woman that she could give 
whatever amount of money she wanted. 
 
“Mind your own business,” the Spider-Man told Officer Molina, punctuating his point with a profanity. The officer then 
asked for identification; Mr. Bishop said he did not have any. Officer Molina and a partner moved in to arrest him. 
 
 “The defendant did take a fighting stance, in that he raised his arms in front of him and made fists with his hands,” the 
officer said, according to the criminal complaint. “The defendant then punched me.” Officer Molina was treated at NYU 
Langone Medical Center and released. 
 
Mr. Bishop had been arrested at least one other time after being accused of aggressively demanding money from 
tourists while dressed as a cartoon comic book character, the police said. His lawyer could not be immediately be 
reached for comment on Sunday. At least one other character was arrested on Saturday, for blocking pedestrian traffic. 
 
On Sunday, costumed characters — a Statue of Liberty, two Elmos, two Iron Men, a Hello Kitty — complained that the 
police regularly interfered in their work. “The cops say, ‘Don’t give them anything,’ ” said Jose Escalona Martinez, 41, 
who dresses as Batman. 
 
Nearby, one red Elmo could not shake a 2-year-old who kept asking for high-fives and hugs for 10 minutes after their 
photo. 
 
“He adores Elmo,” said the boy’s mother, Fatima Ashour, a tourist from Kuwait. She gave a $1 tip. 
 
Five officers, including a sergeant, stood watch. One posed for a photograph with a tourist. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

If he walks and talks like a monk, but has his hand out… 
Jeff Goldstein, Jeffery E. Singer 

July 5, 2014 
 

 
 
In Times Square, amid the dozens of Elmos, Mickey Mouses and superheroes who work the crowds for loose bills, new 
costumed characters have come to seek their fortunes. 
 
They are mostly men of Chinese descent, with shaved heads, beatific smiles and flowing robes of orange, but sometimes 
brown or gray. They follow a similar script: Offering wishes of peace and a shiny amulet, they solicit donations from 
passers-by, often reinforcing their pitch by showing a picture of a temple for which the money seems to be intended. 
Then they open a notebook filled with the names of previous donors and the amounts given. 
 
The men appear to be Buddhist monks; a smaller number of similarly dressed women say they are Taoist nuns. 
 
No one seems to know who they really are or where they come from. The police have taken no official stance, stepping in 
only when the monks become aggressive. Various Buddhists have confronted the men, asking about their affiliation or 
quizzing them about the religion’s precepts. The men remain silent or simply walk away. 
 
They have become ubiquitous — so much so that the Naked Cowboy, the Times Square performer whose real name is 
Robert Burck, now simply refers to them as “co-workers.” 
 
“They’re littered all over,” he said. 
 
Even in New York, where people soliciting money are practically a tourist attraction, these monks tend to stand out, both 
for their attire and for their sense of entitlement. They offer the amulet and, in some cases, a bracelet; if they are not 
satisfied with the donation, they unabashedly demand $20 or more. 
 
This year, the police have arrested at least nine people who have presented themselves as monks, mostly on charges of 
aggressive begging or unlicensed vending. 
 
But merely begging in the streets is not against the law. The police have largely left these men alone, to the 
consternation of Buddhist leaders in New York’s Chinese neighborhoods, who portray them as nothing more than 
beggars who undermine Buddhists’ credibility. 
 
“They are damaging the reputation of real monks and damaging the reputation of Buddhists in America,” said Shi Ruifa, 
a monk in Brooklyn who is president of a confederation of nearly 50 temples. 



 
Similarly attired men have attracted scrutiny around the world. They are a familiar presence in Australia, where the 
authorities heralded their reappearance in Sydney with a press statement, “Bogus Buddhists Are Back.” They have also 
been seen in Canada and New Zealand. In Hong Kong, their presence has merited a Facebook page, Fake Monks in 
Hong Kong. Overall, there have been few arrests, though the authorities in China recently arrested seven men dressed 
as Shaolin Temple monks on charges of swindling $26,000 from tourists. 
 
In Toronto, the police received reports a year ago of monks asking for money and threatening to put a hex on those who 
did not donate, according to Constable Victor Kwong, a spokesman for the Toronto Police Service. 
 
Toronto, like New York, prohibits aggressive panhandling. Although “people thought they were being duped,” Constable 
Kwong noted, “nothing is illegal about walking around dressed like a monk.” No arrests were made. 
 
In New York, the men have inspired a Fake Monks in New York City page on Facebook, documenting its subjects’ 
whereabouts, from Central Park to the city’s Chinese neighborhoods, where local monks have mostly driven them away. 
Last year, Mr. Shi confronted a man in orange robes in Sunset Park, Brooklyn, and quizzed him on the Five Precepts of 
Buddhism. 
 
The man “didn’t know even one,” he said. 
 
In another exchange, Harry Leong, a practicing Buddhist for 25 years, said he respectfully asked a robed man in Times 
Square for his religious name and temple. 
 
“He did not give me any direct answer, even after I repeated the same questions to him several times,” Mr. Leong 
recalled. “I then asked him if he was a fraud, and he ran away from me.” 
 
In interviews, the robed men were evasive about where they were from and generally refused to answer any questions 
about their background, temple or training. They tended to speak little English, favoring Mandarin, with accents hinting 
of provinces all across China. 
 
One woman dressed as a nun said her temple was in Taiwan, but declined to give specifics. 
 
“I cannot tell you where my temple is,” answered another woman dressed as a nun, who said her family name was Lin 
and that people called her Little Lin. “I won’t tell you. But it’s not that I don’t have a temple.” At another point, she 
grabbed at the sleeves of her robe and said, “If I didn’t have a temple, why would I be dressed like this?” 
 
Another man dressed as a monk, eating a hot dog while three topless women and a Spider-Man nearby posed for 
pictures with tourists, defended his actions. “I’m not a terrorist,” he said in Mandarin. “I’m not an outlaw, I’m not a thief.” 
 
With that, he got up and began walking toward the subway, saying, “I’m going back to Flushing.” 
 
On another afternoon, a mustard-robed man, apparently finished with his solicitations for the day, headed to the 
restroom at Bryant Park, emerging minutes later in street clothes, his robe apparently packed in a leather bag. 
 
He eventually boarded a No. 7 train to Flushing, Queens, which has a large Chinese population. There, he and another 
man bought a $12.99 jug of red wine and repaired to a flophouse that caters to recent immigrants. 
 
Begging is an important ritual among Buddhist monks: A begging bowl is one of the few possessions allowed, typically 
used to collect food. 
 
“Aggressive begging is utterly unheard-of in the Buddhist tradition,” said Robert Buswell, director of the Center for 
Buddhist Studies at the University of California, Los Angeles. The monks typically do not even acknowledge the offering. 
 
“No thanks given, no or very little eye contact with the donor and certainly no active solicitation of donations, no 
requests for money and no selling of amulets or rosaries,” Professor Buswell added. 
 
That was not the behavior of Wang Rongzeng, 64, who was charged with aggressive begging after a New York police 
officer observed him demanding cash in exchange for bracelets, according to records of a January court hearing. At the 



time, Mr. Wang told the judge that he intended to return to China in time for the Lunar New Year, then two weeks away. 
He was arrested again last month in a similar episode. 
 
On a recent Saturday, two women dressed in gray robes and beige baseball caps successfully solicited donations along 
Fifth Avenue near Herald Square in Manhattan. Ali Sawab, 47, in town on business, had just left a Burger King when one 
of the women offered him a shiny amulet card with the words “Work Smoothly, Lifetime Peace” on one side and the 
likeness of Guanyin, the Bodhisattva of Compassion, on the other. 
 
She then gently slipped a bracelet onto Mr. Sawab’s wrist. “For luck,” she repeated as she caressed his arm. But after 
he gave her a dollar, the woman took back the amulet card. 
 
Mr. Sawab said he assumed the women were inauthentic. “This is New York,” he said. “People just don’t go around 
touching each other.” 
 
And now it can be difficult for authentic monks to walk around in Midtown without drawing negative attention. 
 
Puttar Chansomboon, a 32-year-old monk from Thailand, had his recent sightseeing trip in Times Square interrupted by 
a man hawking tickets for a bus tour. The man, seeing Mr. Chansomboon dressed in an intricately wrapped yellow robe, 
did not ask whether he was interested in the bus tour. 
 
As Mr. Chansomboon recalled, “The guy was asking, ‘Are you the same monks who are smoking and begging?’” 
  



 
 

Costumed Spider-Man convicted of harassment in NYC 
Jennifer Peltz 

June 18, 2014 
 
A costumed Spider-Man was convicted Wednesday of harassing a woman in a Times Square spat that involved him 
swearing, her hurling snow and him taking a swing at her. 
 
But a judge acquitted Phillip Williams of a more serious charge of attempted assault. It's a misdemeanor, while 
harassment is a non-criminal violation. Williams has to pay a $250 fine or serve seven days in jail. 
 
His lawyer didn't immediately return a call after court. Manhattan prosecutors had no immediate comment. 
 
At least three other people in Times Square's self-styled cast of comic book characters have been arrested in the last 
two years. But Williams' trial was a close-up on a clash between one of the costumed figures and their target audience of 
passers-by. 
 
It got "ugly," he told a judge earlier this week. 
 
Williams, 36, and Victoria Goreaciuc, 46, both said he cursed while complaining that she didn't tip him for posing for a 
photograph with her children in February 2013. She left but returned about an hour later, confronted him — after initially 
accosting another sidewalk Spidey — and tossed a handful of snow at Williams. 
 
She said he then punched her in the face, knocking her to the ground, and fled. Williams said he swung in self-defense 
after a cold chunk hit his head. 
 
Police arrested him in a nearby parking garage, with his shirt off but the rest of his Spider-Man costume on. 
 
Manhattan Criminal Court Judge Anthony Ferrara presided over the non-jury trial, which featured a Spider-Man suit 
among the evidence and questioning about whether a costumed Batman had also been on the scene.  



 
 

2 men dressed as Statue of Liberty get into scuffle in Times Square 
Ashley Edwards 
June 13, 2014 

 

 
 

Two men dressed as the Statue of Liberty got into a scuffle in Times Square Wednesday, ending in one of them being 
hauled off to jail. 
 
The New York Post reports that Alexander Lopez, 41, and an unidentified 23-year-old man got into an argument over turf 
in front of the Marriott Marquis on Broadway and 45th Street Wednesday afternoon. 
 
Lopez allegedly demanded the other Statue of Liberty  get lost, saying he was infringing on his territory. When he didn’t, 
the Post says Lopez pushed him to the ground, causing minor injuries. 
 
When the two dueling character returned to the same spot the next day, the victim called the cops and Lopez was 
arrested. 
 
Police confirm to PIX11 Lopez was charged with assault. 
  



 

Rappers selling CDs in Times Square file joint suits against city, cops for violating First Amendment rights with 
bogus arrests 

Daniel Beekman 
April 19, 2014 

 

 
 
Hip hop hustlers who sell their music in Times Square say cops are giving them a bad rap. 
 
Eight rappers who claim the NYPD has violated their rights with a campaign of bogus arrests have filed joint lawsuits in 
Manhattan Federal Court against the city and 17 cops. 
 
“They don’t want us making money out here,” said Andre Jackson, 29, a rapper from the Soundview section of the Bronx. 
 
“I’ve been arrested over 30 times.” 
 
The eye-popping number of busts was confirmed by the NYPD. 
 
We’re having fun out here,” Jackson said. “We’re doing something we’re allowed to do. I guess they had their dreams 
that they didn’t fulfill. Now we have our dreams and they want to shut us down.” 
 
The rhyme-spitters insist they try to comply with rules laid down by the boys in blue, including a requirement that they 
stand next to tables to sell their compact discs. 
 
But they get booked anyway. 
 
Disorderly conduct and aggressive begging are the most common charges, with cops saying the rappers aggressively 
shove CDs at pedestrians, block the sidewalk and follow potential customers down the street. But the rappers claim the 
allegations are phony and say their cases ultimately get dismissed. They argue their music sales are protected by the 
First Amendment and claim the NYPD is trampling free speech by treating them differently than other vendors. 
 
“They never have a witness statement. They never put you in a photo array,” said Jackson, who on a recent afternoon 
hustled at W. 48th St. and Seventh Ave. 
 
“I respect the law. But I don’t respect you trying to make your own law. You’re not a cop anymore. You’re a vigilante.” 
 
The city denies the charges. 
 
“Allegations are merely such until proven otherwise,” a Law Department spokesperson said. 



The vendors often rib pedestrians to get their attention, tailoring their sales pitches to what people are wearing and how 
they look. Their remarks can be annoying. 
 
When bad apples cross the line by getting belligerent, the cops make indiscriminate arrests, the plaintiffs claim. They say 
the NYPD tightened up after Raymond (Ready) Martinez, a Times Square rapper and CD peddler armed with a MAC-10, 
was killed in a shootout with a cop in 2009. 
 
The rappers say they sometimes plead guilty to violations in order to get out of jail faster. 
 
But in 2012, Jackson says he decided to fight the charges. 
 
 “I want it to stop,” he said. “They never arrest the spray-paint guys. They never arrest the guys who draw pictures of 
people. That’s considered art? My music should be considered art, too.” 
 
Tim Tompkins, president of the Times Square Alliance business district, said the presence of rappers on a daily basis is 
proof that many vendors obey the law. 
 
“However, some of them engage in aggressive solicitation or intimidation ... and in those cases arresting them is 
appropriate,” Tompkins said. 
 
The rappers sued separately in 2013. Now their lawsuits, which seek unspecified damages, are consolidated under one 
judge. 
 
Rapper Naquan Miles said he went to court to hold cops accountable. “It’s not cool how they treat us,” said Miles, 25. 
 
Reggie Williams and his 13-year-old daughter stopped to buy a CD on a recent afternoon. 
 
“They’re black urban males — people are trained to be afraid of them,” the Ohio man said. “But they’re not going to do 
anything to you. They’re just trying to get heard. I think it’s great. This is what New York is all about.” 
 
Katie Smith, a former city attorney, is representing the vendors. 
 
“You don’t need to like their music or the way they distribute it to respect their constitutional rights,” Smith said. 
  



 

Man dressed as Woody form ‘Toy Story’ groped women in Times Square: police 
Marc Santina 

January 13, 2014 
 

 
 

A man has been arrested on forcible touching charges, accused of groping women in Times Square while dressed as a 
character from a popular children's movie. 
 
Patrol officers in plainclothes observed 44-year-old Jose Vasquez, who was dressed as the famous animated cowboy 
Woody from "Toy Story," grabbing the buttocks of two women while they posed for a picture with him, according to police. 
Vasquez was charged with two counts of forcible touching and sex abuse. It wasn't immediately clear if he had an 
attorney.  
 
The women did not file a complaint, police said.  
 
This is the second incident in less than a year in which a person in costume allegedly harassed a visitor in Times Square. 
Last April, a man dressed as Cookie Monster was arrested after he allegedly pushed a toddler, apparently angry that the 
child's mother didn't give him a tip.   
 
The costumed characters in Times Square are considered street performers protected by the First Amendment and are 
currently not regulated.  
 
The Times Square Alliance said in a statement Thursday: "This is the latest in a long series of disturbing incidents that 
reinforce our belief that these costume characters must be licensed and regulated. We are looking forward to working 
with the new administration and City Council to come up with an equitable and effective regulatory solution."  



 
 

Man dressed as Cookie Monster accused of shoving child in Times Square 
April 8, 2013 

 

 
 

The fun ended quickly for a family on a day out in Times Square recently, after an ugly confrontation with a man dressed 
as Cookie Monster. 
 
As CBS 2’s Steve Langford reported Monday, the costumed performer was arrested Sunday afternoon on charges of 
endangering the welfare of a childafter allegedly shoving a 2 1/2-year-old boy. 
 
The alleged offender — Osvaldo Quiroz-Lopez, 33, of Queens — was arraigned Monday in Manhattan Criminal Court. 
“He just kept getting closer to me, and then he started getting very loud; very abusive. He started cursing me,” said 
Parmita Kurada, the boy’s mother. 
 
Kurada and her son, Samay, said they were still shaken Monday after what was supposed to be a fun encounter with the 
“Sesame Street” character in Times Square turned bad. 
 
Samay was all smiles when talking about Elmo, but when asked whether everything was OK with Cookie Monster, he told 
CBS 2’s Alice Gainer, “No.” 
 
“And I don’t know what happened. He just pushed the stroller, or the baby,” Parmita Kurada said, “and the next thing I 
know, he was out of his stroller, and he was looking at me, and literally in tears.” 
 
The Kurada family was in Times Square to shop at Toys ‘R’ Us when they stopped to take pictures with the characters 
outside. That was when she said they were approached by Quiroz-Lopez in the Cookie Monster costume. 
“We didn’t even go to him for a picture,” Kurada said. “He just called to him, carried him, and says, ‘Come on, take 
pictures.’” 
 
Police said Quiroz-Lopez demanded $2 from the Connecticut family, after they posed for the photo. 
 
When the picture was taken, the mother said the man inside the costume demanded money. She sent her husband to 
an ATM, but she said after about five minutes, the costumed character began yelling obscenities at her and the children. 
Prosecutors said Quiroz-Lopez pushed the little boy, causing him to lose his balance. 
 
But Quiroz-Lopez, through his attorney, denied the allegations in court. He claimed the boy did not fall. 
Another man, identified in court as the Cookie Monster character’s partner, did not want to answer questions on camera, 
but earlier told reporters: “They’re lying. He didn’t do it. He’s not like that.” 
 
But prosecutors said the Cookie Monster character called the mother and her son vulgar names and told Kurada to stop 
wasting his time. 
 



Quiroz-Lopez was set to be released on $10,000 bail, and was due back in court May 1. He has no prior arrests. 
As for the Kuradas, they said they want to make sure this doesn’t happen to anyone else, and as for Cookie Monster, 
he’s in a time out in their household. 
 
“He just couldn’t stop saying he hated Cookie Monster,” Kurada said of her young son. 
 
Confrontations between ostensibly cuddly characters and visitors in Times Square have been happening with some 
frequency in recent months. In December, a performer dressed as a Super Mario Brother was accused of groping a 
woman. 
 
The walkaround characters are not affiliated with “Sesame Street,” the Sesame Workshop, or PBS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

‘Spidey’ claims self-defense after allegedly hitting woman in Times Square 
Antonio Antenucci 
February 11, 2013 

 

 
A Times Square Spider-Man claimed he was acting in self-defense when he slugged a woman who refused to tip him him 
yesterday. 
 
Philip Williams, 35-year-old Williamsburg resident, was released without having to post bail this morning after he was 
charged with assault and harassment. 
 
Williams had posed for pictures with the 44-year-old woman’s kids but didn’t receive a tip, according to prosecutors. 
“Sorry I don’t have any [money],” the woman said, according to prosecutors. Williams responded “You’re crap,” the DA 
said. 
 
The women then made a snowball and beaned Williams, his defense lawyer and prosecutor agreed. 
Defense lawyer Rachel Black insisted this was clearly a case of self-defense. 
 
“The complaining witness made contact with my client,” she said. 
 
Prosecutors said Williams has a rap sheet that includes a grand larceny and and retail fraud bust when he was 17 and 
living in Michigan. 
 
Black didn’t dispute the DA’s claim, but told the Manhattan judge that Williams made all court appearances in that 
matter. 
 
Cops showed up yesterday near 141 W. 43rd St. after the 3 p.m. and stopped the victim’s husband from possibly hurting 
Williams, law enforcement sources and witnesses said. 
 
“A woman came to me and said, ‘What did you do to me, you f–ker?’ ” said another Times Square Spidey, who wouldn’t 
give his name. 
 
“Her husband came over and said it was a different Spider-Man. They went over to the other one and started fighting.” 
Witnesses said the woman’s husband pounded the offending Spider-Man with a backpack before cops arrived to bust 
Spidey. 
 
This unwanted attention has other Times Square cartoon characters worried about their livelihood. 
“Getting arrested isn’t good for any of us,” said Times Square worker Christian, who dresses as Big Bird. “It makes us all 
look bad.” 



The incident casts another mark on the city’s costumed busker community. 
 
A man wearing an Elmo costume was arrested last September for disorderly conduct after spouting anti-Semitic rants in 
Central Park. Another man — dressed as video-game hero Mario — was arrested in December and charged with forcible 
touching after allegedly groping a woman.  



 
 

Times Square rant bigot Elmo says groping isn’t his character flaw 
Julia Marsh 

December 28, 2012 
 

 
 
He may be a bigot — but he’s no pervert. 
 
Times Square “Elmo” Adam Sandler, who pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct for an anti-Semitic rant in September, said 
yesterday he is leaving New York City for Hawaii, because he doesn’t want to be associated with costumed creeps like 
the Super Mario impersonator busted for allegedly fondling a woman last week. 
 
“I’m not the groper,” pouted Sandler after a Manhattan Supreme Court judge OK’d his six hours of Sandy-cleanup 
community service. 
 
Sandler said he’s been dismayed to find out that online searches for his name are now linked to Damon Torres, who was 
busted for allegedly grabbing a New Jersey woman in Times Square. 
 
“I saw my name came up in relation to [the alleged Mario grope], but my situation was different,” said Sandler, who is no 
relation to the movie star. “They’re rehashing me because there are some big problems with the cartoon characters.” 
 
Sandler also said the voice of the “Sesame Street” character, Kevin Clash, has smeared the furry red Muppet’s 
reputation. Clash resigned in November over an underage-sex scandal. Clash denies having sex with a minor. 
 
“I had people yelling slurs at me, calling me a pedophile, saying I couldn’t be trusted around children,” he said. 
 
“That . . . had some effect on my business,” said Sandler, who had continued to appear as Elmo after he was arrested 
for yelling, “I hate Jews,” and resisting arrest in Times Square in September. 
 
“I’ve had women wanting to wrap their legs around me. When we’re in the costume, women want us. One woman asked 
me to touch her breast. I wouldn’t do it.”Sandler — who is Jewish — pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct. 
 
Yesterday, he said he would be moving to sunny Hawaii, where he would do his costumed act for tourists in Waikiki. But 
he insists he’s a gentleman.  
 
“I’ve had women wanting to wrap their legs around me,” he said. “When we’re in the costume, women want us. One 
woman asked me to touch her breast. I wouldn’t do it.” 
 



“I’m moving to Honolulu to do Elmo,” he said. “There’s too many people doing it here.” 
 
Sandler’s contemplating changing his costume to Woody the cowboy from Toy Story. 
“I could wear high-end fashion jeans with the Woody mask,” he said. “If I get any other costume I’ll do that. Right now I’m 
sticking with Elmo.” 
 
He also claimed he’s no anti-Semite, although his argument seemed only to dig him a deeper hole. 
 
“I’m Jewish myself,” Sandler told The Post as he went on to say that on the day of his rant, he was mobbed by people 
posing for pictures without tipping. He claimed those mobs represented “Jewish business interests.” 
 
Sandler said that if anything, he’s a gentleman. 
  



 

Times Square performer dressed as Super Mario arrested after allegedly groping woman 
Rocco Parascandola, Kerry Burke, Denis Slattery 

December 22, 2012 
 

 
 
A Times Square street performer dressed as nerdy video game character Super Mario groped a woman Wednesday night 
and quickly found himself behind bars, police said. 
 
Damon Torres, 34, is one of three or so Marios who work the Crossroads of the World, earning their keep by posing for 
pictures. 
 
But about 5 p.m., Torres apparently took his enthusiasm too far, grabbing the thigh of a 58-year-old woman as she 
walked past 4 Times Square, better known as the Conde Nast building, on West 42nd St., authorities said. 
 
“He walked up to her and touched her private parts,’’ said a Times Square Alliance security guard to whom the woman 
reported the incident. “She said she had similar encounters with the character. She said she was offended.” 
 
The guard, who wouldn’t identify himself, said he took the woman to the Alliance’s nearby office, where police were 
notified. 
 
Torres, dressed to the hilt as the mustachioed video game character, was arrested a few minutes later and charged with 
forcible touching and unlawful possession of marijuana. 
 
His video game brother, Luigi, was nowhere in sight. 
 
The North Bergen, N.J. resident was being held at the Midtown South Precinct late Wednesday. On the short side and 
wearing a striped sweater under his coat, Torres noticed the media when he was perp-walked with other criminal 
suspects. 
 
"They're here for me," he said to his fellow members of the chain gang. He declined to answer questions, however. 
  
People in Times Square found the alleged groping repellent, but not surprising.  
  
“Oh my God. I'm glad I didn't get a picture with him,” said tourist Savannah Lee, 24, a hairdresser visiting from Georgia, 
when told of the alleged assault. “Creeps are everywhere, but now we're in a city full of them.” 
“They’re always putting their hands on you,” said street vendor Betty Ford. “Half of them are drunk. The police should 
keep them all out.” 
 
Stan Renton, a street hawker, called them “nothing but bums in costumes.” 
 
“They should get real jobs,’’ he said. “I can’t believe people let them near their kids.” 



 
Last December, police backed off a summons spree aimed at Super Mario, Elmo, Mickey Mouse and a host of other 
characters who call Times Square home. 
 
In doing so, officers were told to leave the characters alone, as long as they don’t block traffic or sell products or 
pictures. 
 
They are allowed to pose for pictures with passersby and can accept tips. 
 
In September, one of the Elmos went on an anti-Semitic rant. Adam Sandler, 48, — not the comedian — pleaded to 
disorderly conduct and was sentenced to community service. 
  



 

 

Marriott Marquis Times Square shooting: Cops kill armed street peddler in parking lot 
Katie Nelson, Edgar Sandoval, Rocco Parascandola, Bill Hutchinson 

December 11, 2009 
 

 
 

Bullets whizzed through Times Square Thursday when a street hustler armed with a fearsome MAC-10 lost a gunfight 
with a veteran cop as tourists and shoppers screamed and dove for cover. 

A hotel driveway at the Crossroads of the World was transformed into a wild shooting gallery at 11:15 a.m., prompting 
sightseers to turn their cameras from the bright lights to the bloodshed on Broadway. 

Killed in a burst of gunfire was Raymond Martinez, 25, of the Bronx, who just moments before the shooting was trying to 
rip off tourists with a street scam involving illegal DVDs and CDs, cops said. 

Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly said it was a miracle no innocent bystanders were caught in the crossfire that 
erupted in the most bustling part of the city. "We're lucky that ...the officer was prudent and no one else was in the 
immediate area," Kelly said. 

In the aftermath of the violence, cops shuddered to think how much worse the incident could have been when they 
found a Virginia gun shop's business card on Martinez's body with an ominous handwritten note on the back. 

"I just finished watching 'The Last Dragon,'" the note read. "I feel sorry for a cop if he think [sic] I'm getting into his paddy 
wagon." 

It was unclear if Martinez, an aspiring rapper who dubbed himself Ready, wrote the note, but the message was in 
keeping with the expletive-laced, anti-cop lyrics he and his group, Square Free, posted on YouTube. 

In one video posted earlier this year, Martinez, who was wanted in a Bronx assault and had an outstanding warrant in a 
disorderly conduct case, and his crew are seen being booted out of Times Square by police. 

In another video, Martinez seems to rap an eerie premonition of his death, freestyling about "police lines," "multiple 
[gun] clips" and weapons that "jam on me." 

Stunned witnesses watched in horror as Martinez's lyrics played out in real life. 

He pulled the stolen semi-automatic murder machine from inside his coat and whirled around in a deadly faceoff with 
plainclothes Sgt. Christopher Newsom, 41. 



Newsom, a 17-year NYPD veteran, had confronted Martinez and his brother, Oliver, 28, in front of the MTV studios on 
Broadway between W. 44th and 45th Sts. moments earlier. 

The pair was spotted scamming tourists into buying CDs by writing their names on the disks and demanding money, 
officials said. When asked to show a tax stamp required of legitimate street peddlers, Raymond Martinez bolted north on 
Broadway, zigzagging through the crowds. 

He turned onto 45th St. and was cornered in the covered breezeway of the 1,900-room Marriott Marquis Hotel. Martinez 
spun and fired two shots at Newsom, who was wearing a bulletproof vest, before his gun jammed, police said. 
 
Newsom, who had never fired his service weapon in the line of duty, crossed his left arm over his heart for added 
protection and squeezed off four rounds from about 7 feet away, cops said. 
 
Martinez was hit at least three times, including once in the chest and arm, police said. Despite being gravely wounded, 
the gunman continued to fight as Newsom moved closer and yelled, "Stop! Stop! Show me your hands!" 
 
The Times Square shooting at the Marriott Marquis hotel has put CD peddlers in the spotlight, some of whom, cops say, 
use music as a ruse for shakedowns and theft. 
 
"He was on the ground and he was still resisting," said British tourist John Grisewood, 65. 
 
Martinez, who had been summonsed for illegal peddling in the same location earlier this year, was taken to St. Luke's-
Roosevelt Hospital Center, where he was pronounced dead. 
 
The MAC-10 recovered from the scene had a 30-bullet magazine still loaded with 27 bullets. 
 
Kelly said the shooting appeared to be within department guidelines. 
 
Sources said Martinez had a bag of marijuana on him and number of business cards from gun shops, including the one 
with the threatening note on it from Gary's Guns & Transfers in Manakin-Sabot, Va., a suburb of Richmond. 
 
Cops said the MAC-10 was stolen in Richmond Oct. 28. 
 
Gary Lewis, owner of Gary's Guns, said Martinez's name did not ring a bell, and insisted his shop did not deal MAC-10s. 
"He may have picked my card up from a gun show or something," Lewis said. 
 
Video surveillance cameras at the Marriott captured part of the shootout, including showing Newsom taking a defensive 
stance as he aimed and fired, sources said. 
 
"Remarkable," one police official who viewed the footage said of Newsom's grace under fire. 
 
One of Martinez's shots shattered the front window of the Broadway Baby gift shop on the ground-floor of the Marriott. 
 
"We jumped behind the counter to wait until it stopped," said shop owner, Yoni Erlich, 23. 
 
Erlich said the bullet that entered his store penetrated a souvenir book from the musical "Wicked" and lodged in a 
baseball commemorating the Yankees' World Series victory. 
 
Newsom said nothing as six NYPD colleagues escorted him into his Queens apartment building last night. 
 
Martinez's friends and relatives said he dreamed of being on Times Square billboards like Jay-Z and Diddy. The closest 
he got was a photo with the Rev. Al Sharpton taken in Times Square that he posted on his MySpace page. 
 
"I don't know what happened. My brother is gone," Martinez's brother, Oliver, 28, told the Daily News after being 
questioned at the Midtown South Precinct. "He was a good guy. He was not evil." 
 
 
 



 

What the h-Elmo, man? Surly man dressed as ‘Sesame Street’ character hassles Times Square tourists 
Matt Lysiak, Leo Standora 

August 22, 2009 
 

 
 

Elmo no like tourists, tightwads - or photographers. 

At least a rogue version of the lovable "Sesame Street" character hassling passersby outside Planet Hollywood in Times 
Square Friday night didn't. 

The dirty and creepy character demanded money from people and, when he didn't get it, swore and jostled them. 

"No picture. No picture. You have to tip Elmo. You have to tip Elmo or Elmo gets angry," the imposter shouted as he stuck 
a filthy red paw over a Texas tourist's camera lens. 

"What the hell, Elmo? Keep your hands to yourself," shouted Victoria Vought, 47, pulling away. 

Wide-eyed at the loud to-do, Vought's son, Dylan, 4, asked, "What's wrong with Elmo, Mommy?" 

"That's not the real Elmo. That's a bad Elmo," she quickly explained. 

The explanation stuck because any kid will tell you the real Elmo, a furry red monster with large white eyes and an 
orange nose, is very upbeat and giggles a lot. And he's clearly not grungy. 
 
Friday night's cut-rate imitation nearly got his orange nose bloodied by Ken Ross, a 32-year-old insurance agent from 
New Mexico, after he grabbed at Ross' camera. 
 
"It's just a picture. Don't be rude, and don't touch me," Ross warned, adding, "Somebody should rap you." 
 
The phony's temper finally got the best of him when a Daily News reporter and photographer tried to find out who he 
was. 
 
He angrily lunged at the photographer but came up empty and then apologized. 
 
"Look man, Elmo needs to make a living, too," he said. 
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